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Warner Memorial Library strives to provide equitable access to a range of resources that support learning, 
teaching, and research. As a general rule, however, we do not purchase textbooks required for courses for 
the following reasons: 

1.​ Publisher Restrictions: Many textbook publishers do not sell their titles to libraries in formats 
suitable for lending. Physical textbooks are often sold under strict licensing agreements that limit 
their use to individual purchasers, preventing the library from acquiring and sharing them.  
Publishers imposing such restrictions include, but are not limited to: Cengage, Elsevier, 
McGraw-Hill, Pearson, Wiley.  

2.​ Digital Rights Management (DRM): E-Textbooks are frequently protected by DRM, which 
imposes restrictions on copying, printing, and sharing, making them incompatible with Warner 
Library’s lending model. For example: publishers limit the number of devices on which an ebook 
can be accessed, requiring individual users to create and log in to an account through specific 
apps or platforms on the publisher site.  

3.​ Frequent Updates and New Editions: Textbooks are often updated with new editions, 
sometimes annually. Older editions quickly become obsolete in the context of course 
requirements, making it challenging to maintain a collection. 

4.​ High Costs: Textbooks are priced for individual purchase, and acquiring sufficient copies for 
every student would require significant financial resources, diverting funds from other critical 
library services and resources. 

Warner Memorial Library is here to help: 

Librarians can assist with your selection of an existing ebook in the relevant subject area from Warner’s 
e-book collection. Many academic e-books aren’t considered textbooks by the publishers, are not subject 
to DRM limitations and therefore available for unlimited use.  

Librarians can assist with locating digital resources available in Warner Library’s collection and  linking 
directly to the article, chapter, or streaming media on your Brightspace page.   

Librarians partner with vendors that aid copyright and DRM compliance.  For example, GOBI® Library 
Solutions facilitates access to over 15 million print and electronic books. If you have a book title you’re 
thinking of using for a course, we’ll check GOBI® for purchasing options and copyright and DRM 
licensing.   



Librarians can assist faculty with exploring and adopting alternative resources, such as Open Educational 
Resources (OER) and with course reserves, which can provide equitable and sustainable access to 
learning materials.  

Librarians can assist with EU’s Academic Copyright License from the Copyright Clearance Center. The 
license provides for the reuse of text-based copyrighted content in both print and electronic formats for 
educational and research purposes. 
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